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WOy~S fyoVVt CfYIiI~ulilte

I used to be a student at Edmonton Alliance Chinese School for sixteen years.
In those days, we did not only spend our time in class learning Chinese, we also
participated in a variety of different activities.

I remember every year we always had to participate in the speech and
storytelling competition. I personally did not enjoy these competitions very much
because I always got very nervous every time I got on stage. One time, because of
this stage fright, I told my story so quietly that nobody in the audience could even
hear a word!

But Chinese school activities were not just about competitions. I remember
during Chinese New Year we would get to see lion dance performances. The
performance was so much fun and the drums were so loud - the atmosphere was
very festive! During the Mid-Autumn festival we would also get lots of delicious
treats to eat and our teachers would even teach us how to make lots of fun crafts. To
this day I still know how to make a pretty Chinese lantern out of just eight strips of
ribbon. We also had activities outside of the classroom. Near the year end, the
entire school would gather outside in the field and we would have a track and field
day.

Our Chinese school teachers spent a lot of time and effort to give us so many
interesting, fun activities but they also made sure to teach us the importance of
serving the community. One time they brought the entire school to the Edmonton
General Hospital to perform for the senior residents who lived there. When I
remember the smiles on the faces of these grandfathers and grandmothers, it
makes me smile again too.

Although it has been many years since I have left Chinese school, I find that
every time I think back on all of these fun activities, I am filled with happiness!
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