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For any person born in Canada but of Chinese descent, it seems easy for a
predisposition towards embracing the English language as the sole means for
communication. Unsurprisingly, it results in the neglect of the native tongue familiar
to our parents. Had you asked me during my years of Chinese school attendance, I
never would have acknowledged the relevance of maintaining language skills outside
of English - it seemed so extraneous. In hindsight, it was a decision (from my
parents) that I do not regret having been through. Times are changing - and with it,
Canadian culture. We are now at a crossroads where Canadian culture is heading
towards a true multi-lingual future - not just the French language. Statistics of
Chinese people immigrating to Canada are soaring and the inevitable truth is
eventually, the use of Mandarin or Cantonese in written and verbal means will be
unavoidable. This is why I feel Chinese school was important to me, and even more
important to the children of our current generation. It's no longer simply a way of
communicating with grandma or grandpa, but an essential tool to advance in today's
society. That being said, I'm indebted to the wonderful skill and kindness of which
the ECAC Chinese School teachers have exhibited throughout my time there. I am
able to recognize Chinese characters and communicate in ways that have resulted in
a more fulfilling life. The complication of being unable to communicate is a
frustration that anyone who has ever tried to talk to a telephone operator from
another country can attest to. EAAC Chinese School has effectively removed one
particular language obstacle that I can certainly do without. I'd like to thank my
teachers for their time and patience in investing into my life with this wonderful
education. Keep up the good work and know that you had made an indelible impact
on my life from the moment I wrote my first Chinese character.
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